Breath Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device Program
Frequently Asked Questions

When are ignition interlock devices required?
Individuals with more than one intoxication-related traffic offense on their driving record
must have an ignition interlock installed prior to:
e reinstatement of their driving privilege, or
e issuance of a limited driving privilege or restricted driving privilege. Note that in
these cases the ignition interlock must be maintained during the duration of the
limited or restricted driving privilege.

In addition to the driver licensing requirements explained above, a court may impose
other requirements. The use of ignition interlock devices may be required for a first
intoxication-related traffic offense and shall be required for a minimum of six months for
any person with a second or subsequent intoxication-related traffic offense. Please note
that a court may impose a period longer than six months.

How much does this cost?

MoDOT does not keep a pricing list. The costs vary among the ignition interlock
companies. For pricing information contact each of the ignition interlock companies in
your area.

What vehicle do I need the device installed in?

Missouri law states that the individual shall not operate any motor vehicle unless that
vehicle is equipped with a functioning, certified ignition interlock device. If a driver is
convicted for failing to have an ignition interlock installed as required by law, their
driving privilege will be revoked for one year. A second offense requires driving
privileges to be revoked for five years.

Who processes the paperwork for installation of a device?
The ignition interlock manufacturers are responsible for reporting to the Department of
Revenue and/or the court supervising authority.

What if I do not have a vehicle?

You do not have to own the vehicle that you install the device in but you do have to
install an ignition interlock device in any vehicle you operate. If that is not possible then
you will not be able to reinstate your driving privileges.

Does the law require employers to install ignition interlock devices for their
employees?

Missouri law does not require employers to install ignition interlock devices on company
vehicles for their employees. However, the employee cannot drive company vehicles
without an ignition interlock device installed and therefore will need to make other
arrangements.



What if I live in another state?

Missouri law applies to individuals who live in another state if they have received two or
more intoxication-related offenses in Missouri. Ignition interlock programs vary across
the United States. The individual must meet all of the same requirements as Missouri
residents. It is important to use a device that is approved for use in the State of
Missouri and that the information is reported to the Department of Revenue and/or
court supervising authority (if applicable). There are six manufacturers that have
devices approved for use in the State of Missouri. For a list of approved devices and to
check on availability in a particular state call the customer service numbers found on the
list of installers for Missouri. The customer service numbers go directly to the
manufacturers. The customer service representative should be able to assist you in
finding a location near you if they provide service in that state. If you are unable to locate
an approved provider in the state you are located then you need to contact the Missouri
Department of Transportation, Traffic and Highway Safety Division at 800.800.2358 for
more information.

Can two people share one ignition interlock device?
No, each ignition interlock device is assigned to a specific person and reporting
information is tracked accordingly.

When can | have the ignition interlock device removed?

The Department of Revenue begins the counting period on the day notification from the
ignition interlock manufacturer is received, providing all other reinstatement
requirements (SATOP, insurance, etc) have been met. Please contact the DOR if you are
not sure when the ignition interlock device can be removed.

Is it dangerous to provide a running retest?
Ignition interlocks are programmed to allow a few minutes to perform the breath test,
enough time to pull over.

Could an interlock stop a person’s car in traffic, making a more dangerous hazard?
Ignition interlocks are connected to a vehicle’s starter system, not the engine itself. The
interlock does not have the ability to stop the vehicle once it is running for safety reasons.
When a driver fails a running retest, the vehicle’s horn will honk and/or the lights will
flash to alert law enforcement — the vehicle will not stop.

Aren’t ignition interlocks an inconvenience to family members who share the
offender’s vehicle?

No, family members are allowed to drive the vehicle as well. They simply must not drink
and drive. Having an interlock installed on a vehicle actually allows the offender to
continue to drive legally and allows other family members to use the vehicle as well.
Other sanctions like vehicle impoundment or immobilization do not allow for this.



