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Meeting:  

U.S. 54 Advisory Committee Meeting Summary
Meeting Date:  
March 5, 2010




Time: 
1-3 p.m.
Location:  

Cole County Fire Station 4
                        
5206 Monticello Road

	Meeting Participants
	Representing (Agency or Firm)

	Larry Benz, Public Works Director
Eric Landwehr
	Cole County Public Works

	Greg White, Sheriff
	Cole County Sheriff’s Department

	Lt. David Earney
	Missouri State Highway Patrol

	Donita Stubinger
Curt Stubinger
	Donita’s Catering

	Jim Wunderlich
	Resident

	Larry Barnard
	Cole County Fire Protection District

	Mike Shirts
	Cole County Ambulance

	Fred Luebbering
	Three Rivers Electric

	Gary Morrow
Byron Shaw
	Cole R-V Schools

	Ralph Popp
	Resident

	Roger Schwartze, District Engineer

Leanna Depue, Director of Highway Safety

Mike Curtit, Assistant State Traffic Engineer

Matt Myers, District Traffic Engineer

Trent Brooks, Project Manager

John Miller, Traffic Safety Engineer
Tamara Pitts, Int. Traffic Studies Specialist
Kristin Gerber, Community Relations Manager
	Missouri Department of Transportation


Roger Schwartze opened the meeting and spoke about safety concerns along U.S. 54 in Cole County, the purpose of the corridor, and indicated MoDOT has dedicated $5 Million to improve the safety for motorists using this highway.  During his presentation, Roger explained why the installation of interchanges and signals are not viable options for this corridor at this time.  

Roger outlined the role of the advisory committee and explained that while final decisions about safety improvements rest with MoDOT, the committee serves an important role in providing input and feedback.  Any determinations that result from meetings of the advisory committee will later be presented to the public during a public meeting.  Roger thanked advisory committee members for their willingness to serve on the committee and to assist with improving safety along this corridor.  Roger indicated that members of the public are welcome to attend and observe the meetings of the advisory committee.  In the interest of staying on agenda, questions posed by the public who are observing the committee discussion would be addressed at the conclusion of the meeting.  
Leanna Depue informed the group of the Coalition for Roadway Safety’s Strategic Highway Safety Plans, as well as the goals and the strategies being used to reduce fatalities.  She showed the six engineering strategies included in the “Blueprint to Arrive Alive.”  Leanna also spoke of the coalition’s fatality reduction goal and how we are able to celebrate the lives saved since 2005 (not since 1950 has Missouri had this low of fatalities on our roadways – 878).   She discussed the challenges ahead as a wider age-range of drivers are on the roadway.  Inattention and distractions such as texting while driving are becoming more common.
Mike Curtit next described Missouri’s success with system-wide safety solutions such as median guard cable.  Mike was able to demonstrate how the fatal crash locations are random, but the crash types are predictable.  MoDOT believes we can save lives by minimizing specific crash types such as angle crashes at unsignalized expressway intersections.

Matt Myers followed by showing the group a six-year crash history on U.S. 54.  The young and elderly are those most often involved in fatal crashes along this corridor.  He reviewed each intersection with the group and outlined the crash types, as well as the fatalities and injuries that have occurred.  The following questions or comments were made by advisory committee members during Matt’s presentation:
1. There was a question about the guard rail height and relocation.
2. It was mentioned that long trucks cannot fit within the median at Rte. E.

3. There was a request to investigate the number of crashes that occurred during fog conditions.
4. There was question as to whether adding right-turn lanes has helped reduce crashes.
5. A request was made to check the traffic count numbers presented for Quarry as well as Tonia.

6. Aggressive driving was stated as a concern as drivers are not willing to slow down and let motorists exit the highway at the various intersections.

7. The group discussed the intersection of Rte. 54/E/Pleasant Hill and indicated there are blind spots which cause concern.

8. A comment was made that installing chevrons have helped to reduce the number of run-off-the-road crashes at Old Bass Road.

9. Clearing of brush at Sandy Fork by Cole County has helped improve sight distance.

10. The group discussed the use of off-set turn lanes.

11. The group discussed the effectiveness of flashing yellow lights at intersections.

12. Members of the advisory committee questioned the possibility of closing some crossovers.

Trent Brooks next described possible solutions to consider and again emphasized this is an opportunity to improve the safety for motorists within this corridor.  He also emphasized the corridor must operate as a rural expressway and mobility must continue to remain.

Meeting closing: The group agreed that the next meeting discussion should be held at a similar time, but not on Fridays (Monday – Thursday preferred with the meeting starting around 1 p.m.).  The next meeting will take place in April and Trent will send a meeting notice to the group.  Meeting notifications will also be sent to area media.
Media in attendance at this meeting included KRCG-TV, KOMU-TV and the Jefferson City Tribune.
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