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The Establishment of Times Beach

Land fronting the 
Meramec River near 
Eureka was purchased Eureka was purchased 
in 1925 by the St. 
Louis Times. The Times 
divided the parcel into p
lots, and offered the 
lots for sale to its 
readers. Thousands of 
lots were eventually 
sold.

St. Louis Times, Wednesday 12 August 1925



Times Beach & Route 66 

In 1926, Route 66 received 
official designation  In official designation. In 
1931, as traffic increased, 
a new “66 Traffic Relief” 
route was designated, ou e was des g a ed,
which extended from the 
city westward across the 
Meramec River and into 
Times Beach.

F  M DOT R  66 W l  C  I 44  CFrom MoDOT Route 66 Welcome Center, I-44 at Conway



Votaw Bridgeg

Since 1900, the Votaw Bridge 
had been the Meramec River had been the Meramec River 
crossing between Eureka and 
St. Louis. In 1929, after 
weathering 30 years of traffic 
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weathering 30 years of traffic 
and disastrous flooding, it was 
determined to be incapable 
of supporting the demands of pp g
Route 66. It was removed in 
1933.

MoDOT Bridge Division



The Route 66 Meramec River Bridge

Plans for a “new” bridge (J-421) were 
drawn in 1930. Construction began in 
1931 and was completed in 1932. The 
Route 66 Meramec River Bridge is 

l  f d t   th  Ti  B h commonly referred to as the Times Beach 
Bridge because of its location at the 
entrance of the former Times Beach 
community  
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community. 
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Times Beach : 
F  R t t  C itFrom Resort to Community

The construction of the bridge and the The construction of the bridge and the 
routing of Route 66 through Times Beach 
coincided with the beginning years of the 
Great Depression, which marked the p ,
transition of Times Beach from a seasonal 
resort to a permanent community. 

Route 66 State Park

Manchester SE ¼ Quadrangle, USGS, 1931



Route 66 Bridge and Roadhouse

In 1935, a roadhouse called the 
Bridge Head Inn opened at Times 
Beach on the east end of the Beach on the east end of the 
bridge. The roadhouse changed 
ownership and names multiple times 
over its years of service to travelers C t  f J  S d over its years of service to travelers 
on old Route 66. It became Steiny’s
Inn after World War II; it was the 
Bridgehead Inn again in 1972; and 
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g g
became Galley West in 1980. 
Today, it is the Visitor's Center for 
the Route 66 State Park. 
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The Demise of Times Beach

During the 1970s the streets of Times 
Beach were unpaved, which created a dust 
problem for the community. The town 
contracted Russell Bliss to spray the streets 
with oil to suppress the dust. At the same 
time that Bliss was hired to spray the streets 
f Ti  B h  h  h d b  hi d t  
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of Times Beach, he had been hired to 
dispose of waste by a company that had 
produced the chemical known as “Agent 
Orange ” Bliss mixed the chemical waste Orange.  Bliss mixed the chemical waste 
with the oil that he sprayed on the streets 
of Times Beach, creating the largest civilian 
exposure to dioxin—an ingredient in Agent p g g
Orange—in U.S. history. 
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Times Beach Buyout

On February 23, 1983 the EPA announced 
the town's buyout for $32 million  The town 

Biddeford Journal, 6 December 1983

the town s buyout for $32 million. The town 
of Times Beach was subsequently leveled, 
and from March 1996 to June 1997, dioxin 
contaminated soil and debris from the site 
were incinerated.



The Route 66 State Park 

In 1999, after the dioxin cleanup was 
complete  the Times Beach site was complete, the Times Beach site was 
transferred to the Missouri Department 
of Natural Resources for use as the 
Route 66 State Park. The old Bridge g
Head Inn became the Visitor’s Center 
for the park. The Route 66 Meramec 
River Bridge remained MoDOT’s

Route 66 State Park

Route 66 State Park

property, but it served only park 
traffic until it was closed in the fall of 
2009.

Route 66 State Park, Visitor’s Center



Route 66 Meramec River Bridge 
Listing on the National Register of Historic PlacesListing on the National Register of Historic Places

The Meramec River Bridge was listed on The Meramec River Bridge was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) on September 16, 2009. The 
Meramec River Route 66 Bridge is g
significant both for its association with 
historic Route 66  and as one of only four 
remaining riveted Warren deck truss 
bridges in the state. 
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